Fog hung thick in the air as Ness and Paula stepped off of the Runaway Five tour bus and caught their first glimpse of Threed.  Ness should have been prepared for such a haunting and eerie sight since the entrance to the town had been blocked by ghosts, but the intense darkness and ominous atmosphere sent chills up his spine.





"Looks like we have to say goodbye for now," Gorgeous said, stepping off of the bus to say good-bye.  "This town seems pretty gloomy but I'm sure you can light up the place with your own little brand of sunshine.





"Hope to see you again sometime," Groovy said as he poked his head out of the bus window.  "Look for us to be singing at some theater in Fourside."





Ness and Paula waved sadly as Gorgeous boarded the bus again and the Runaway Five drove out of sight.  Both Ness and Paula wished that they hadn't been left alone in such a creepy town.  Taking a deep breath, Ness turned to Paula and noticed that her face had gone slightly pale.





"Where should we begin?" Ness asked as bravely as he could, though his voice trembled slightly. 





"You've got the Town Map still, don't you?" Paula asked. 





"Yeah," Ness said, slightly relieved by this realization.  "He removed the map from his backpack and looked it over, viewing the map of Threed as he talked aloud to himself.  "Let's see, the Drug Store's just right here so we can stock up on supplies, the hotel's just a street above if we need it.  That graveyard looks pretty dodgy to me; maybe that might be the best place to start off."  Ness folded up the map and stowed it away in his backpack. 





"It looks to me like we should investigate that graveyard," Ness said quietly.  "We can stop by the Drug Store first and stock up on supplies, though.  I could use a new baseball bat." 





Ness and Paula walked close together down the street until, only a few feet later, they approached the Drug Store.  Once inside, they stocked up on supplies and equipped themselves with Copper Bracelets each, a Minor League Bat for Ness, and a Thick Fry Pan for Paula.  They left the store weighted down with their purchases, but they felt confidant that they were prepared. 





"Well, I suppose all we can really do now is head over to that graveyard and look for something to lead us in the right direction," Paula said.





Ness nodded and, with a reassuring glance at Paula, set off down the street with Paula at his heels.





It was unnerving how deserted the streets of Threed were.  Hardly anyone seemed to be away from their homes and those that were did not seem glad to be.  Ness would have been content just to see a Runaway Dog or even a Ramblin' Evil Mushroom just to encounter something familiar in such a dark place.  As Ness and Paula turned the corner to head toward the graveyard, they stopped dead in their tracks, face to face with a Trick or Trick Kid.





"Looks like you're in a tricky situation," the Trick or Trick Kid taunted.





"You're the one about to be tricked!" Ness retorted.  He pulled out his baseball bat and bashed the Trick or Trick Kid across his pumpkin head.





"Is that the best you can do?" the Trick or Trick Kid asked with a wide grin.





The Trick or Trick Kid fought back by spitting pumpkin seeds at Ness, dealing heavy damage.  Paula, infuriated, dealt a SMAAASH attack to the Trick or Trick Kid, defeating him instantly.





"Wow, thanks, Paula!" Ness said, raising an impressed eyebrow.





"Don't mention it," Paula said with a smile.





Ness and Paula continued to the graveyard, keeping their weapons out in case they encountered more enemies.  Sure enough, the moment they approached the graveyard, they found that it was swarming with enemies.  No Good Flies, Putrid Moldymen, and Smelly Ghosts all lurked around tombstones, watching Ness and Paula maliciously.





"You better eat this before we go in there," Paula said to Ness as she took out a hamburger from her bag and handed it to him.





Ness ate the hamburger quickly and, with a dreadful gulp, bravely stepped into the graveyard with Paula.  There was a swarm of enemies the instant their feet touched down upon the hollow ground and all at once they were met by two No Good Flies and a Smelly Ghost.  The battle was intense and both Ness and Paula suffered damage, but they came out victorious in the end.





"I knew we should have packed Insecticide Spray," Ness said, catching his breath.





"It's just a good thing we brought a lot of food with us or we'd be in trouble," Paula commented.





The two heroes continued through the graveyard, tackling every foe that stepped in their path.  It was brutal to fight their way across the graveyard, but they both used PSI attacks to tackle large groups of foes.  As they stepped into a clearing of trees, they found their way blocked by two terrifying Urban Zombies.  Their rotting bluish-gray flesh was hanging from their brittle bones and their red eyes were lifeless and cold.  It was a chilling sight and as Ness and Paula raised their weapons, ready to fight, they noticed that the Urban Zombies stayed put.  For some reason, they were not attacking.  Ness and Paula cautiously inched closer until they were just a few feet away.  Upon closer examination, Ness noticed that the Urban Zombies were blocking a ladder that descended into the ground, most likely leading somewhere that Ness and Paula needed to go.  He stepped even closer, hoping that the Urban Zombies would allow him through, though he doubted it.  As he attempted to inch past them, he stopped in his tracks, seeing that one of the Urban Zombies appeared to be staring into his soul.  The feeling sent chills up his spine and for a moment, he felt unable to move.





"Let's get out of here," Paula whispered.





"Yeah... yeah, that's a good idea," Ness said quietly, backing away from the two Urban Zombies.





They quickly left the Urban Zombies and returned through the clearing of trees, back into the graveyard.  Again, the graveyard was infested with horrendous monsters but Ness and Paula were starting to run out of food and PSI power.





"Ness, do you have a Skip Sandwich?" Paula asked quickly.





"Yeah, I've got one left," Ness answered.





"Use it," she said.  "We need to get out of here, and fast.  We should head back to the hotel."





Ness nodded and opened up his backpack, pulling out a Skip Sandwich.  He ate the sandwich and instantly felt an energy boost in his legs.  Pulling Paula along with him, he sped quickly out of the graveyard, barely escaping a No Good Fly.  When he and Paula were safely out of the graveyard, he felt his legs return to normal and they were walking at normal speed again.





"That was close," Paula said breathlessly.





"Yeah, I don't know if we would have made it through the graveyard a second time," Ness said in agreement.





"I really think we should go to the hotel and get some rest," Paula said.  "It'll do us some good."





"Sounds like a plan," Ness replied.  "Hopefully once we're there we'll have some time to figure out how to get past those Urban Zombies.  I have a feeling they're guarding the entrance to somewhere we'll need to go."





Ness and Paula continued walking down the street in silence, keeping their weapons out just in case they encountered a Trick or Trick Kid, Handsome Tom, or Smilin' Sam on the way.  As they reached the corner to turn onto the street where the hotel was, Ness noticed a man hiding in the shadows, dressed very dapper in a black suit and a black fedora.  He was the only person Ness had seen out in the open who did not look terrified, so he put away his weapon and approached the man, curious to speak with him in case he had any valuable information to give.





"Take a look at that chick in front of the hotel.  Regardless of some of the people I've seen her hanging out with, I think I'd like to spend some time with her!"





Ness turned to see the woman he had been referring to and, sure enough, she was the most enchantingly beautiful woman he had ever seen.  There was something odd about her perfect beauty and though Ness couldn't explain it, he felt drawn to her and had the inexplicable need to follow her.  Without taking a moment to consider Paula, Ness followed the woman into the hotel.





"Ness, I don't think this is a good idea," Paula said nervously.  "I have a bad feeling about this."  Ness ignored her.





The woman noticed Ness following her and she seemed to be taunting him as she continued past the lobby of the hotel and into the hallway where the rooms were.  Ness continued to follow her, ignoring Paula's protests behind him.  He didn't know why, but he felt he had to follow the woman wherever she went, because it would probably be somewhere wonderful.  The woman stopped outside of one of the rooms and, before entering, turned to Ness and winked.  Ness smiled at her as she entered her room and he knew she wanted him to follow.  Paula made one last desperate attempt to stop him, but Ness shrugged her away and opened the door to the woman's room.





Waiting for him inside was the woman, surrounded by a collection of ghastly, terrifying monsters that were ready to strike.  There were too many of them and he wasn't quite fast enough.  Ness and Paula didn't even have time to pull out their weapons before the Urban Zombies and Zombie Possessors closed in on them.  The last thing Ness and Paula saw was the rotting flesh on the arms of the Urban Zombies, the bared teeth of the Zombie Dog, and the pale, translucent faces of the Zombie Possessors.  A second later, they both lost consciousness.


